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Purpose of the international comparative study

RC23 is planning to research the past
and modern role of ISA for boosting an

academic career in sociological areaq,
how its activity helps individuals and
collective members to cooperate and
build academic networks.




Theoretical Framework

IN1958 Robert K. Merton
defined a professional
association as “an
organization of practitioners
who judge one another as
professionally competent
and who have banded
together to perform social
functions which they cannot
perform in their separate
capacity as individuals” in his
paper “The Functions of the
Professional Associations”

THE FUNCTIONS OF THE
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION

HE professional association® is an

organization of practitioners who
judge one another as professionally
competent and who have banded to-
gether to perform social functions
which they cannot perform in their
separate capacity as individuals. It
is typically a voluntary association.

Robert K. Merton

structure of the association in order
to center upon its functions.

Organizational Aims and
Functions.

Just as function must be distin-
guished from structure, o must

The degree to which it is vol

may, however, differ greatly !rom
case to case. It may range from the
extreme in which the option to join
is small since the penalties of not
belonging are great, as in the case
of county medical societies, to the
other extreme, in which the option
is large since the penalties for not
belonging are negligible, as in the
case of the more than seventy-five

fi jon be distinguished from the
stated objectives of the organization.
Professional associations tend to be
alike in putting into their state-
ments of purpose a strong affirma-
tion that they are designed, in the
first instance, to work through their
specialized competences for
welfare of the community in general
and of their respective clienteles in
parl.:cular The American Medical
es as one of its

national engincering

Professional associations  differ
also in their structure. They may be
closely controlled from a central of-
fice or may allow considerable au-
tonomy to local branches of the as-
sociation. 1 do not, however, intend
to explore these variations of struc-
ture, important as they are, for it
is not its structure which maost
significantly characterizes the pro-
fessional society, but its functions.

The professional association is as
the professional association does: its
manifest and latent social functions,
not the structure designed to put
these functions into effect, are its
social excuse for being. That is
why we can lursely mglcct in lhu
short e the or

Ill‘lm::pnl aims the steady improve-
ment of health care (1); the Amer-
ican Bar Association, the promotion
of the administration of justice (2);
the American Nurses' Association,
the improvement of nursing care for
all the people. And so, similarly,
U'uvugh the roster of lhe hundreds

though they are in perpetual danger
of becoming so. This is particularly
the case when the profession con-
fronts a crisis in which the interests
of its members seemingly or actually
conflict with the interests of the
public,

Nevertheless, it would be too fac-
ile and often mistaken to assume
that such statements of public pur-
pose merely render lip service to
social values. Even when they are
being neglected in practice, they af-
ford a potentiality of control over
actions lated by the i
tion and serve to bring these actions
into line with the announced pur-
pose.

1 or ined

departures of a profm:lm-l asso-
ciation from its declared public pur-
poses can result from the multiple
nnd not always easily reconcilable

ions of the For ex-
lmplt. the assoclation is committed
to look out for the economic and so-
cial welfare of practitioners in the
proleulnn.!or if the membership or-

of great
and sml.ll in this country.

What the association professes as
its aims may coincide with what it
actually does—but again, it may
not. The statements of public pur-
pose do provide guide lines for gaug-
ing the measures to be taken by the
association. This is true for declara-
tions designed not only to reach the
general (that is, the professionally
uninstructed) pub}lc L-:ul also, as

does not do so, who will?
Again, it is typically dedicated also
to the objective of raising the stand-
ards of profeuionn! educanon, fnr
if the organi body of &
professionals does not take on this
task, who else can? Yet sometimes
objectives such as these, principled
as they are, may collide, or may
scem to collide, with the interests of
the public. A profession with reason
to suppose that its members are not

The American Journal of Nursing Vol. 58, No. 1 (Jan., 1958), pp. 50-54
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Robert K. Merton felt certain that professional associations are
important for the regulation of the structural influence on
professionals. The associations can help to overcome the
problems of ambivalence in a professional society, the
possible selfish behavior of professionals.




Theoretical Framework

Professional Associations influence on the formation
of the “invisible colleges”

Researchers are embedded in so-called “invisible
colleges” - informal collectives of closely interacting
scientists, which are significant social and cognitive

formations that advance the research fronts of
science

Crane, D. (1972). Invisible colleges, diffusion of knowledge in scientific
communities. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

De Solla Price, D. (1986). Little science, big science...and beyond. New
York: Columbia University Press.




Theoretical Framework

Jennifer Platt wrote International
about sociological Sociology
associations: “They are
playing an important
role in the processes of
professionalization and

the development of
disciplines...

Journal of the International Sociological Association, June 2002; 17 (2)




“They organize conferences,

promote the professional development of their
members,

create networks and publish journals and books
which are important to the intellectual life of the
discipline;

they also represent the discipline to the outside
world, whether in the large political arena of major
governmental decisions on education and research,
or in the many smaller arenas of governing bodies in
higher education, funding bodies and public
examining boards...”.

Jennifer Platt



I. Formulate the Hypothesis

Alan Johnson in his
brochure “Charting @
course for a successful
research career. A Guide
for Early Career
Researchers” (April, 2011)
recommended young
researchers to participate
in all activities of
professional associations.

CHARTING A
COURSE FOR
A SUCCESSFUL
RESEARCH
CAREER

A Guide for Early Career Researchers
27 Edition

Professor - Alan M Johnson am
M.A. (Hona). M.Ed.Mgmt.. B.App.Sc.. Ph.D.. D.8<




Alan Johnson summarized:

“International societies are

very important and
obviously work at a much
more global level than
National societies.

The award of prizes from
these societies and other
activities such as
invitations to present
keynote papers at the
International Society
meeting are indicators of
the high level of your
research activity and will
certainly benefit your
research career’.

CONTENTS

Foreword by lay Katzen
Introeduction

Career Planning

Selecting a Research Dizcipline Area
Selecting a Supervisor

Selecting a Mentor

Research Collaboration

Networking

Ethics and Research Integrity

Choosing Your Publication’'s Style and Format
9. Where to Publish

10, Preparing a Grant Funding Application
11. Collaborating with Industry and Academia
12, Attending Conferences

1.
2.
3.
4.
a.
6.
7.
8.

14, Selling Your Accomplishments
15. Curriculum Vitae

16, Applying for Fellowships

17. Applying for a Job or Promotion

References
About Professor Alan Johnson




Formulate the Hypothesis

A) ISA as a professional association
certainly boost an academic career

B) ISA members are mobile and initiative
for the international academic cooperation
and it should have a positive effect on
individual productivity

C) ISA helps to organize an
international academic networks, build
the professional teams for the creative

projects




Methods for Gathering Data

A) Historical (compare the role of ISA in the
past and howadays), retrospective analysis

B) Sociological (through a questionnaire —
database of ISA members; interview with
emeritus and young members )

C) Scientometrics (Publons, SCOPUS ID,
ORCID, ResearchGate — data about
academic mobility, co-authorship,
collaboration of individual sociologists
members of ISA; GMSSI — Global Mapping of
Sociologists for Social Inclusion)




International
Sociological
Association

ABOUT ISA

MEMBERSHIP

RESEARCH
NETWORKS

PUBLICATIONS

JUNIOR
SOCIOLOGISTS

CONFERENCES

OPPORTUNITIES

I |

Several steps of the study

Review the literature about academic
career/professional associations/academic
cooperation/networks in science, international

sociological association

Q SEARCH...

®

The ISA was founded In 1949 under the auspices of UNESCO.
The goal of the ISA Is fo represent sociologists everywhere,
regardless of thelr school of thought, sclentific approaches or
Ideological opinion, and to advance soclological knowledge

throughout the world. Its members come from 126 countries.

2 CONTACT & USER LOGIN




—
International
Sociological
Association is fifty
years of age.
This is both very
young and quite old.
Jennifer Platt It is surely time to take
stock, but we can also
say that

there is a future that
remains to be
constructed.

Immanuel Wallerstein




Sociological Survey

Online questionnaire

the approbation of the questionnaire
begins using the database of RC23 ISA
memibers

Interview with emeritus and young ISA
members

It also helps to complete the history of
ISA, archive of the ISA’s video content




Sociological Survey
Blocks of the questionnaire :

Questions about:

ISA (personal perception about history, modern role,
future perspectives)

Individual Academic Career /Mobility
Collaboration/Co-authorship/Grants
Individual productivity/Citation of the papers/Awards

ISA Membership, participation in ISA activities, in
GMSSI (to understand the impact of ISA membership
on individual performance and organizing academic
networks)




cientometrics

Publons, SCOPUS ID, ORCID,
ResearchGate — data about co-
authorship, collaboration of individual
sociologists members of ISA; GMSSI -
Global Mapping of Sociologists for

Social Inclusion)
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® Become a part of this exciting project

’ Indentify and find colleagues working on projects of interest.

s Sign In or Sign Up today!
m Connect with sociologists around the world.

GMS55I is powered by the International Sociclogical Association (1SA).

L ]
I'l Collaborate with new and established colleagues on projects. ¥ou do not need to be a member of ISA to participate, but you must at least
have an account setup at the 154 website.

Click the "Sign up today” button to create an account or sign in.




Build 3 worldwide database of sociologists.

Bt lin Q)
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Draw attention to complex contexts and concerns of our world.

Develop sociological netwaorks.

Connect sociologists worldwide.

Connect sociologists within and outside of their research spedialties,
Fadlitate more collaborations for junior scholars,

Share expertise with the media searching for particular topics

Develop topical courses transnationally & globally,.
Promote comparative research projects.

Foster synergies between members of national associations and research
specialties

Increase participation through secure, user-friendly mapmaking and data
access.




RESULTS/DROWING the
CONCLUSION

- Results of historical and retfrospective
analysis

- Results of quantitative/qualitative

sociological survey
- Results of Scientometrics Data
- Discussion
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