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Purpose of the international comparative study 

RC23 is planning to research the past 
and modern role of ISA for boosting an 
academic career in sociological area,  

how its activity helps individuals and 
collective members to cooperate and 

build academic networks. 



Theoretical Framework

In1958 Robert K. Merton 
defined a  professional 
association as “an 
organization of practitioners 
who judge one another as 
professionally competent 
and who have banded 
together to perform social 
functions which they cannot 
perform in their separate 
capacity as individuals” in his 
paper “The Functions of the 
Professional Associations” . 

The American Journal of Nursing Vol. 58, No. 1 (Jan., 1958), pp. 50-54



Robert K. Merton felt certain that professional associations are 
important for the regulation of the structural influence on 
professionals.  The associations can help to overcome the 
problems of ambivalence in a professional society, the 
possible selfish behavior of professionals. 



Researchers are embedded in so-called “invisible 
colleges” - informal collectives of closely interacting 
scientists, which are significant social and cognitive 

formations that advance the research fronts of 
science

Crane, D. (1972). Invisible colleges, diffusion of knowledge in scientific 
communities. Chicago: University  of Chicago Press.

De Solla Price, D. (1986). Little science, big science…and beyond. New 
York: Columbia University Press.

Professional Associations influence on the formation 
of the “invisible colleges”



Jennifer Platt  wrote 
about sociological 
associations: “They are 
playing an important 
role in the processes of 
professionalization and 
the development of 
disciplines...

Journal of the International Sociological Association, June 2002; 17 (2) 



“They organize conferences, 
promote the professional development of their 
members, 
create networks and publish journals and books 
which are important to the intellectual life of the 
discipline; 
they also represent the discipline to the outside 
world, whether in the large political arena of major 
governmental decisions on education and research, 
or in the many smaller arenas of governing bodies in 
higher education, funding bodies and public 
examining boards…”.

Jennifer Platt



Formulate the Hypothesis

Alan Johnson in his 
brochure “Charting a 
course for a successful 
research career. A Guide 
for Early Career 
Researchers” (April, 2011) 
recommended young 
researchers to participate 
in all activities of 
professional associations.  



Alan Johnson summarized:

“International societies are 
very important and 
obviously work at a much 
more global level than 
National societies. 

The award of prizes from 
these societies and other 
activities such as 
invitations to present 
keynote papers at the 
International Society 
meeting are indicators of 
the high level of your 
research activity and will 
certainly benefit your 
research career”.



A) ISA as a professional association   
certainly boost an academic career

Formulate the Hypothesis

C) ISA helps to organize an 
international academic networks, build 
the professional teams for the creative 

projects

B) ISA members are mobile and initiative 
for the international academic cooperation 

and  it should have a positive effect on 
individual productivity



Methods for Gathering Data
A) Historical (compare the role of ISA in the 
past and nowadays), retrospective analysis 
B) Sociological (through a questionnaire –
database of ISA members; interview with 
emeritus and young members )
C) Scientometrics (Publons, SCOPUS ID, 
ORCID, ResearchGate – data about 
academic mobility, co-authorship, 
collaboration of individual sociologists 
members of ISA; GMSSI – Global Mapping of 
Sociologists for Social Inclusion)



Several steps of the study

Review the literature about academic 
career/professional associations/academic 

cooperation/networks in science, international 
sociological association





Sociological Survey

Online questionnaire 
the approbation of the questionnaire
begins using the database of RC23 ISA 
members 
Interview with emeritus and young ISA 
members
It also helps to complete the history of 
ISA, archive of the ISA’s video content



Blocks of the questionnaire :
Questions about:

• ISA (personal perception about history, modern role, 
future perspectives)

• Individual Academic Career /Mobility
• Collaboration/Co-authorship/Grants
• Individual productivity/Citation of the papers/Awards 
• ISA Membership, participation in ISA activities, in 

GMSSI (to understand the impact of ISA membership 
on individual performance and organizing academic 
networks)

Sociological Survey



Scientometrics
(Publons, SCOPUS ID, ORCID, 

ResearchGate – data about co-
authorship, collaboration of individual 
sociologists members of ISA; GMSSI –
Global Mapping of Sociologists for 
Social Inclusion)







RESULTS/DROWING the 
CONCLUSION

□ Results of historical  and retrospective 
analysis 

□ Results of quantitative/qualitative 
sociological survey 

□ Results of Scientometrics Data
□ Discussion 



Thank you very much!
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